Update from Appletreeman... 

A wee, green, family business, rooted in Perthshire, Scotland
Happy Summer! 
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Hello everyone,

What a strange year it has been since Covid hit. Though all workshops and courses have paused, I have continued to be very busy in the field, and both 2020 and 2021 have been very hot summers. This has restricted my hours working in the open under the midday sun so I have genuinely become more European in my habits!

Blackhaugh Farm (where our nursery is located) is about to host the Scottish Scything Festival after taking a year out. The weather was perfect for a good turnout of scything enthusiasts last year and promises to be again.

Another swarm appeared in the field and I managed to remove it safely from a fence post. Curiously this is the same fence post where a swarm landed two years ago but then it was 100 metres away!

Families of Whitethroats, Greenfinches and Yellowhammers bred and fledged around me this year and were a delight to see. It always amazes me how many birds enjoy having wee apple trees to firk about in! 

The heavy frost of late April and May really destroyed most apple blossoms this year, though my George Cave, and Liberty has plenty of fruit and several pear varieties are doing very well. My list of good 'doers' for Scotland is always under review!

I will soon be budding trees for the 2021/22 season, so will have my head down for a month or so. I expect this will be my last year of commercial quantity propagation before I retire. If you'd like to learn the skill of bud grafting yourself, I will be leading a workshop in August (see below for more).

In her retirement, Margaret and other organic gardeners have joined to form Perthshire Seed Library. She's offering a free introductory seed saving workshop on Tuesday 27 July, from 6-9pm at Perth Community Farm, Jeanfield Road. If you're intrigued or would like to book a place please email margaret.q.lear@gmail.com. If you can't attend, the event will be filmed by Culture Perth & Kinross and posted on their website later.   

Unusual fruit & shrubs
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Saskatoons are starting to yield a good crop, so I will need to net them today. I spotted a blackbird eyeing them up and they have a good memory from year to year! They will take the berries before they are fully ripe, so you must get in first with a net if you want a harvest of these fruits.

The blueberries in my tunnel are also ripening well, but many of the plants are suffering from intense heat in there. A more open tunnel may have been more appropriate this year!
Jedburgh Pears
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We managed some camping in the borders recently and was pleased to see that the nice collection of Pear varieties is doing well at the back of Mary Queen of Scots house. Jargonelle is very distinct with its long, flowing and droopy branches. I've got Jargonelle propagated in the field, so all being well, I will have a few for sale this winter!

Browse & buy this summer
For those of you who live near us or are passing this way, the sales area at Blackhaugh Community Farm is now set up to be open all week. All the prices are set out in my wee kiosk. There is usually someone around, and a number to ring if not! Do text me - 07749987213 - if you specifically want to catch me in, though I can usually be found at the far polytunnel.

Winter tree orders

Next winter’s bare root apple trees are really beginning to romp away after the weeds were finally removed from them, with some really nice Beauty of Moray, and two new varieties this year, Dunning and Thurso. Plenty of apples for sale at the farm in pots, including several cider varieties. Also many forestry and hedging trees in wee 3 litre pots.

Inquiries are starting to roll in for bare root trees, but please note that we will be taking firm orders for winter sales in September once the full list is compiled. In the meantime do feel free to come and look at the trees at the farm, where you'll also find a good selection of trees in pots if you plan to do some planting before winter. 

Bud Grafting workshop

Come learn the theory and practice of propagating fruit trees by bud grafting! I am very keen to pass on the knowledge I have gained over the past 12 years. I will be leading an outdoor workshop at Blackhaugh Community Farm on Sunday 22 August, 10.30am–1pm. Book your place via Eventbrite. This workshop is part of the programme for A Sudden Branching by Rowan Lear (my daughter!). You can visit the exhibition at Birnam Arts from 13 - 29 August 2021, Tue - Sat, 10.30am - 4pm. 

Take care in this hot weather and hope to see some of you soon,
Andrew. 

